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Rowe then invited Paris up
to the podium.

“What’s been amazing for
me through all these years is to
watch how our school system has
grown and improved continuously,
how our students have excelled,
our sports programs have excelled,
our band — anything to do with
our school system is amazing,”
said Paris. “Of course, tonight’s
the night to honor those that have
excelled, but it’s not all about those
that excelled to the max.

“It’s about all the kids.
[t takes a great staff, a great
administrative staff, a great group
of teachers and educators and
board of education to lead the
school to the point to where we
don’t leave those others behind.
Thank you to everybody involved
in our school system.”

Chamber Board of
Directors Chairwoman Renee
Deibert introduced Chamber
Board Member and Union County
Schools Assistant Superintendent
David Murphy as the master of
ceremonies for the student and
teacher recognitions.

“It is indeed an honor to
stand before you this evening
to recognize just a few of the
amazing youth that we have in
Union County,” said Murphy.
“There are three high schools that
serve these students.

“The Mountain Education
Charter High School, Woody Gap
School, and Union County High
School. They all call upon their
students to reach for excellence
in all that they do from academics
to athletics, from purpose to
passion.”

First to be recognized was
Ben Taylor, who has been a part
of the Union County High School
student body for nearly five years.
He was awarded the Reaching for
the Stars Award. Taylor did not
make a speech, but he did sing
the national anthem to a standing
ovation.

“Ben, you truly bring a
smile to those you meet every
day, and you are the deserving
recipient of the Reaching for the
Stars Award,” said Murphy, to a
round of applause for Taylor.

Sahory Salazar, a truly
shining star with her many
accomplishments at UCHS, was
this year’s recipient of the Shining
Star Award.

A UCHS student council
member, brilliant Mock Trial Team
member, participant in several
school clubs and activities, always
a willing helper to her fellow
students, and her undeniably
moving speech at the UCHS 2018
Veterans Day Memorial event has
made her a model student.

Salazar has also qualified
as a QuestBridge finalist and has
gained acceptance to Columbia
University, earning a full four-
year scholarship for her academic
excellence. The scholarship is
valued at over $200,000.

Her graduation from UCHS
in 2019 will be bitter-sweet, as her
family, friends and teachers will be
happy for her moving forward, yet
sad to see her go.

“Inever thought I'd receive
anything like this. Yes, 5-year-old
me should be like, ‘What? She
doesn’t even know English,”” said
Salazar, tearfully, to chuckles from
around the room.

“I wouldn’t be able to do
anything that I’ve done with
Union County without my parents
and others’ support — without
the support of my teachers and
my peers — starting kindergarten
without knowing anything and
then being thrown into a culture
that’s so unfamiliar.

“I would never have
achieved what I have now without
the community’s support and
everyone’s support. So, thank
you.”

Madison Yost, a senior at
UCHS, was the recipient of the
All-Star Panther Award. Yost
played soccer all four years of
her high school career as well as
serving as a student representative
on the School Governance Team.

Yost also serves on the
Principal’s Council and is part
of the STEM Academy and the
Technology Student Association.
A fierce competitor, “she most
definitely models Panther Pride,”
said Murphy.

Earnest Waldroup, a junior
at Woody Gap School, was the
recipient of the Rising Star
Award.

“This young man ... has
scored in the ‘Distinguished’
category on every Milestones
End-of-Course exam he has taken
in high school,” said Murphy. “He
scored in the top 9 percent of all
students in the United States on
the PSAT.

“Next month, he will
represent Woody Gap School
in Atlanta at the SkillsUSA
competition in Crime Scene
Investigation.”

With an academic comet
tail like that, Waldroup is set
to accomplish star status in his
senior year.

The Professional
Association of Georgia Educators
(PAGE) Student Teacher
Achievement Recognition (STAR)
program honors Georgia’s highest
achieving high school seniors and
the teachers who have been most
instrumental in their academic
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2019 STAR Student for UCHS Matthew Patrick with his dad,

Solomon Patrick.

achievement.

The STAR program was
created in 1958 by the Georgia
Chamber of Commerce and has
since honored nearly 27,000
students and their chosen STAR
teachers. All accredited high
schools in Georgia are eligible to
participate.

Audrey Michaela Justice,
the recipient of the 2019 PAGE
STAR award for Mountain
Education Charter High School,
was introduced by Blairsville
Site Director Roy Perren. Justice
won the award out of 16 sites in
15 counties systemwide totaling
about 2,500 students.

Justice introduced her
chosen STAR Teacher, Mrs. Kim
Perren.

“She has always been there
for me, has always helped me,
outside of school and also in
(school), and I owe it all to her,”
said Justice. “She’s kept me going
in the right direction, and I’'m so
thankful. I'm also thankful to
be a part of the Union County
community as well.”

Matthew Patrick, the
recipient of the 2019 PAGE STAR
award for UCHS, was introduced
by UCHS Principle C.T. Hussion,
who observed that the 2019
Senior Class is one of the most
competitive he’s seen.

In order to qualify, “the
senior must have the highest SAT
score in the senior class in one
single sitting and be in the Top 10
percent of the class,” said Hussion,
adding that this was right off the
(PAGE) website.

“I’m very honored to
be named the Union County
STAR Student for 2019 and to
be recognized here tonight,”
said Patrick. “I want to begin by
thanking God for all the many
blessings that he’s bestowed upon
me, from a wonderful family to
supportive friends to amazing
teachers and a great school
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system.”

To his family, Patrick said,
“Thank you for always believing in
me and loving me with everything
you have.”

With that, Patrick introduced
his chosen teacher, Dr. Julie Hale,
who taught him in the eighth grade
and who was selected as the Union
County District Teacher of the
Year in 2016.

There were several other
recipients of awards on Thursday
night.

Mandilyn Moore was the
recipient of the Stellar Staff Award
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Ben Taylor was awarded the Reaching for the Stars Award and
Mandilyn Moore received the Stellar Staff Award on Feb. 21.

beyond on a regular basis to make
the high school all that it is. Moore
works with UCHS special needs
students.

Ashley Palmateer was
the recipient of the Community
Service Star Award.

“Her passion to make others
feel welcomed and included is
clearly evident by those fortunate
enough to know Ashley,” said
Rowe.

Matthew Efird was the
recipient of the Alumni Pacesetter
Star Award.

“Tonight’s Pacesetter Star
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recipient has been setting the
pace since he graduated from
UGA’s Terry College of Business
in 2014,” said Rowe. Efird also
continues his involvement with the
Baptist Collegiate Ministry.

Table sponsors for the event
were M-Design, Chick-fil-A,
Butternut Creek Golf Course, Cabin
Coffee, Blairsville Downtown
Development Authority, United
Community Bank, North Georgia
Technical College, Mortgage
Financial Group, Inc. and Union
General Hospital.

for someone who goes above and

& LocaL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines

011'1/6 ree

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio

* Art Classes

563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town

General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician

Blairsville 6A 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

Specializing in'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

(NS HNEURNEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St.  Blairsville, GA

f

706-835-1209

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢+ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Su
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Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

RECOVE
OV 0VERy
N\

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

ALL ABOUT GLASS

Over 30 Years Experience
Hayesville, NC (Above Rib Country)

e Showers (Qur Specialty)
e Mirrors

e Fixed Glass & Storefront
e Table Tops

828-389-2206

DIVISION INC.

706400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w” 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Trail Rides at Trackrock

Winter Horse Ride Special

1 hour guided trail rides

$25 cash
528 credit card

706-745-5252

Offer Expires  March 8, 2019

Valid daily except Holiday weekends
Additional Restrictions Apply~call for reservations www. Trackrock.com I

Michelin
BFG
! Uniroyal

Specializing In:
Alignment » Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field
Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,

Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading,
Large Empty Lot Mowing

“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,
Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

K Trust
ﬁ Integrity
) . Guidance
Taylor Insurance Group
WE DO WHAT

OTHERS
PROMISE

770-298-9161 phitext

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

\/

1-706-400-5754 Fax

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“Wwe £0 the extra mile” TUFSTUF

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~|FOR'ALLYOURCONCRETEINEEDS/~
Forming through|Finishing, HouseiSlabs;,
~ Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete:. Top Quality/Work!
Big/Jobs and Small Jobs!

Serving NorthiGeorgiaisince:1997+/Insured'|

~ Call 706-781-1806

Live Oak Pro.Lawn Care

Let the Pros at Live Oak Pro Take Care of all
Your Lawn Care needs, and more!

+ Licensed, Bonded & Insured

+ References

+ Residential & Commercial
A FREE ESTIMATE!

828.557.0612 | 706.400.0033

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)

® Hair Trimming
® Nail Trimming J
@ Full Service Wash

e Flea & Tick Dip
* More Services Available

(706)-487-0686

Ford * Hayesville, NC « 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet, GMC, Buick *Murphy, NC « 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC  828.369.5003

SIACKY JONS

AUTOMOTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




